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(2) The origins of the federal idea in the USA are both complex and deep, rooted. They

stretch back to the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, long before the familiar

defining landmarks of 1776, 1781, 1787 and 1789, and they criss «cross three

distinct dimensions to our subject, namely, Continental European philo, sophical

thought, British imperial politics and American colonial practice. In Chapter 1 we
mentioned in brief the significance of both Heinrich Bullinger and Johannes
Althusius and we will return to them in Chapter 6. For the moment however let us
concentrate our attentions upon the relevance of both the British imperial and the
American colonial experiences.

The idea of a British federal discourse during this historical era seems initially
paradoxical given the nature of the Anglo, American relationship. The constitutional
and political relationship between the mother country and her American colonies
was unequivocally one of the superordinate and the subordinate. But the British were
not averse to constitutional and political experimentation and adjustment when it was
deemed necessary to maintain the order, stability and integrity of the state. Nor were
they averse to various forms of constitutional innovation in order to maintain the
integrity of the empire. The legislative union between England and Scotland in 1707
is one obvious example of the former but British imperial relations in the
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seventeenth and eighteenth centuries were also a fertile area for a variety of novel
and different political relationships. The irony is that these evolving forms of
colonial autonomy ultimately failed to prevent the rupture of 1776 and the
subsequent loss of the American colonies, an imperial breach that most British
statesmen never ceased to regret and deplore.
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(2) Michael Burgess is Professor of Federal Studies and Director of the Centre for
Federal Studies at the University of Kent. comparative federalism¢ First published
2006 by Routledge; Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN,
Simultaneously published in the USA and Canada by Routledge, 270 Madison Ave,
New York, NY 10016.
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